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and Aristotle was progressive, although nine-tenths of the
people were slaves. On the other hand, a society In which
every one had enough and no one too much might be happy
enough, but would almost certainly be on the cultural down-
grade. I say almost certainly^ since savages are all on the
down-grade whether they have enough or not, and there has
never been a civilized society in which all have had enough.
In any case we must grasp the fact that the conditions
under which civilization now progresses must be very
different from those under which it came into existence.
Progress is, as we have seen, brought about by scientists who*
working upon a vast body of accumulated knowledge, are
enabled to discover new facts, and incidentally to dissipate
ancient superstitions. But their discoveries and inventions
can throw no light on the origin of civilization. Sociology
may one day tell us how to produce the socially perfect man,
and eugenics may tell us how to produce the physically
perfect man, but the former can throw no more light upon
the beginnings of civilization, or even of culture, than can the
latter upon the beginnings of humanity. It is the same with
psychology. Psychologists can study modern ma% who,
whether savage or civilized, is the product of tradition, and
also the ape, which has no tradition, but the originators of
tradition disappeared perhaps half a million years ago.
It is the same in every branch of knowledge. A man
might be an expert in every detail of the steam-engines of
to-day, but this knowledge would not enable him to say how
the steam-engine came to be invented, and if he attempted
to deduce its earliest uses from the principal uses to wMcfa it
is now put, that is to say for railways and ships, he would
be wrong. Recent developments do not help us to get
to the original form, but take us farther away from it; nor arc
we much helped by such obsolete locomotives as are still
used in remote parts of the world, though these may
same of the stages through which the siean^eogiiie has

